Wylie Preparatory Academy

Secondary Electives

Art

This course introduces and reinforces a simplified artistic vocabulary and builds a greater understanding of
how to compose a successful piece of art. Students will be exposed to a variety of media and techniques
including drawing, painting, and 3-Dimensional art. Students are challenged to grow and develop their
individual artistic ability. History is introduced through artists and art period studies relating to the art
elements being taught. Through this class, students begin to discover their unique talents and interests and
how to use them to glorify the Master Creator.

Art 2

Students will take basic art skills and grow them into advanced skills. The students start with pencil and
move into more advanced mediums while building a portfolio. All work is original. Photography is often
used to begin the creative process. This class explores different artists, their work, and how to build a
concept from start to finish. Students continue to discover their unique talents and interests and how to
use them to glorify the Master Creator. Instructor approval may be required.

Computer Explorers

This computer course introduces students to basic keyboarding and computer skills. During the first
semester, students will concentrate on learning how to type correctly and become comfortable with the
computer. In the second semester, they will continue their knowledge of basic keyboarding and discover
how to apply this knowledge through exposure to various computer applications.

Computer Pathways

This class is for those students with basic typing skills. Students will be exposed to a variety of common
computer applications including: word processing, spreadsheets, and power point. Students taking this
class must be able to type accurately and consistently.

Creative Writing

This creative writing course focuses on a study of various forms and genres of prose and poetry apart from,
though not excluding, expository and persuasive essays. Literary works will serve as models through
analysis, application, and imitation. Composition exercises will reflect an understanding of studied forms
and an application of creative techniques. A primary goal of this class is for the student to gain confidence
and control as a fiction writer and practice applying stylistic techniques via short exercises.

Home Economics

This course is divided into separate themes for each semester. The first semester begins with the students
learning about personal finances. They not only learn about writing checks and balancing a checkbook,
they learn about making a personal budget and experiencing an employment-type position to earn wages.
They move to the cooking portion of the class, where they learn about appliances, reading recipes, and
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hands-on cooking! The second semester concentrates on sewing with a machine and hand-stitching. They
will create two sewing projects that are sure to be a hit! The semester culminates with a unit on childcare
(from infancy through preschool age). They receive hands-on experience working with pre-school age
children.

Introduction to Robotics

Using an interactive, hands-on approach, students will study, design, build and control a VEX robot,
integrating science, technology, engineering and mathematics concepts. The course will introduce the
engineering design process, applied physics, prototyping, and integrated problem solving, providing
challenging teamwork and leadership opportunities. In cooperation with Carnegie Mellon University and
requiring no previous programming experience, this course will also teach students how to program a VEX
robot using ROBOTC, a C-based programming language. Course information will be tied to lab experiments;
students will work in teams to build and test increasingly more complex mobile robots, culminating in an
end-of-semester robotics contest.

Additional cost and/or fundraising will be required for materials.

Musical Expression

In this small ensemble, we will explore choral arrangements of various musical genres, both classic and
contemporary. The students will receive foundational instruction in musical theories and principles, as well
as vocal and instrumental coaching. The semester will culminate in a full-length performance preceded by
various short samplings throughout the year.

SAT/ACT Prep Class

In this class, students will learn skills that will enable them to perform on the SAT or ACT College Entrance
Test. They will be given efficient and effective procedures that will maximize their score on either exam.
The instructor in the class will work on identifying each SAT prep class participants’ unique deficiencies and
problem areas in order to be able to bring each participant up to the required level of SAT test-competency.
This class is for students who would like to develop the conceptual understanding of the three different
assessment areas and hone their reasoning skills in order to shoot for and achieve a desirable SAT or ACT
score.

Strategy Games

Strategy Games allows the students to experience many different types of games that require more than
just luck to win. For each game, the students will learn the rules and basic strategy to help them be more
successful. We will play paper and pencil games, board games, and card games throughout the year.
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Yearbook

Students in this class will be members of the yearbook production staff. The course is designed to expose
the student to the skills of photography, journalism and page production, and to assist him/her in acquiring
the responsible attitude necessary to meet the demands of a production schedule and a publication
deadline. Students will work in teams to complete a 75-page yearbook ON TIME!

Study Hall

Each day during regular school hours, a study hall area will be open for students remaining on campus but
not enrolled in a class. Students may register for any hour of study hall during this time frame, but may not
register for more than two periods on the same day. Registration in a study hall is required for any students
expecting to be on campus but not in class during school hours.



